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TOPEKA, KS. (April 12, 2022) - The National Elevator Industry, Inc. (NEII), the premier trade association 

representing the global leaders in the building transportation industry, announced three new hires with 

government affairs and safety expertise to expand its influence in the regulatory and legislative arenas. 

The new members of NEII’s team include:  
 

• Trent Behr, Director of Safety – Prior to joining NEII, Trent served as a project manager for Global 

Power Technologies, where he led teams and managed the electrical power monitoring system of 

mission-critical buildings including the Google Southlands Data Center. In addition, Trent has 

experience in overseeing inspections to assess for code compliance and in industrial hygiene and 

safety engineering. He has bachelor degrees in political science and psychology and is currently 

working towards a Master of Public Administration. Read Trent’s complete bio here. 

 

• Savannah Clarkston, Assistant Director of Government Affairs – Savannah brings experience in 

public policy analysis, research project management, and consensus building to her new position at 

NEII. She earned a Master of Public Policy and has worked to unite stakeholders regardless of political 

affiliation to implement policy-based solutions to improve lives in her prior positions. Read Savannah’s 

complete bio here.  

 

• Billy J. Taylor, Director of Government Affairs – Before Billy joined the NEII team, he served in 

various roles in the public and private sectors in developing advocacy and media strategies to 

influence public policy. With over 18 years of experience in government affairs and communications, 

he previously served as Director of Legislative Affairs for the Council of Producers and Distributors of 

Agrotechnology, where he represented more than 70 companies on Capitol Hill. Read Billy’s 

complete bio here.  
 

 

“As we continue to set higher and more strategic goals, I am excited to announce an expansion of NEII’s 

team to meet the challenges ahead," said Amy Blankenbiller, Executive Director of NEII. “Trent, Savannah 

and Billy are joining our hard-working and effective team, and I am looking forward to seeing the 

achievements this staff can make on behalf of the building transportation industry.” 

 

##### 

 
NEII is the premier trade association representing the global leaders in the building transportation industry. Its members 
install, maintain, and/or manufacture elevators, escalators, moving walks, and other building transportation products. NEII’s 
membership includes the six major international companies - Fujitec America, Inc., KONE, Inc., Mitsubishi Electric US, Inc., 
Otis Elevator Company, Schindler Elevator Corporation, TK Elevator and several other companies across the country. 
Collectively, the NEII members represent approximately eighty percent of the total hours worked within the elevator and 
escalator industry, employ more than 25,000 people in the U.S. and indirectly support hundreds of thousands of American 
jobs in affiliate industries. 


